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scholar expects to find in the Gospels the descriptions of the life and death of the Blessed Mother. We
have a few mentions, very short ones in connection with some of the events, but nothing more.

Secondly, as various scholars, regardless of their denomination insist, the four Gospels were
written and finished before the death or sleep of the Blessed Mother and for this reason, they contain
no mention of the Assumption.

Theologians use various texts of Sacred Scripture from which they argue, infer and show that
the immaculate body of the Mother of the Son of God could not undergo decay like every other sinful
human body after death. However, these are learned dissertations for scholars that our people would
not understand, and they are not suited for our radio talks on this program of the Rosary Hour. | leave it
to the professors and Doctors who can enlarge upon this in the halls of colleges and universities.

In this instance | am completely satisfied with the proofs given by Tradition which is the
evidence of Revelation. That the eternal teaching and faith in the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
was solemnly announced as a part of our Catholic faith exactly at this time should be considered as
something providential. Father Staniszewski, the Rector of the Polish Mission in London, writes the
following: “Truly the finger of God is today pointing out the people who find themselves in a blind alley
which has no exit to the left or to the right, where help and deliverance is found: “Seek what is above . . .
love that which is above, not that which is on earth.”

“You, who have abandoned the Lord” | call with the words of the Prophet Isaiah, “you who have
forgotten about my holy mountain, you who set the table for Fortune, the god of success and then you
sacrifice on it” — “Remember this when godless materialism wants to rule the world at all cost that you
are living in the world, but not for the world, that alongside temporality, there is eternity; alongside
materials, there is the spirit; alongside the natural order, there is the spiritual order. Only that truth will
set you free.”

Who knows whether the solemn announcement of the dogma of the Assumption of the
Immaculate Body of the Blessed Mother did not keep humanity from complete bankruptcy in the made
race for comforts, extravagances the bodily luxuries. Will people perhaps come to their senses and begin
to care less for the pagan cult of the body and begin to care more about the cult and beauty of the soul?
Perhaps the Holy Spirit used the dogma to remind the world of the importance, meaning and
significance of the pure feminine gender, and to remind women of their duty of keeping their body clean
and stainless. As the Apostle clearly states “The human body is a divine church and the Spirit of God
dwells within it. If anyone destroys this divine church, God will condemn him, for holy is this divine
church which you are.

I don’t know if at any time in these twenty centuries of Christianity, the world showed less
respect to a woman who is modest, virtuous, decent, moral and pure. Modern literature disregards
theses virtues. The heroine of every novel is an individual of loose morals, or a divorcee who changes
husbands as often as she changes gloves, or a seductive temptress who steals husbands from decent
wives and fathers from children. The movies are no better while television shoves feminine integrity to
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the level of the street or maybe the gutter. Young men do not judge the value or worth of a girl by the
virtues of her mind and spirit, but they ask if the girl is a good sport and will she go the limit?

Purity, in their eyes is an exaggeration, an impropriety, in plain words stupid, something that is
harmful to one’s health and so on. But it’s better that | put a period to this, and also some exclamation
points.

In our present day and age, when one of our loved ones dies, we give their body to be
embalmed. Why, to prevent their mortal remains from a quick disintegration. In addition to that, we
place the coffin into a cement box in order to safeguard it even more from decomposition. Despite
everything, we know that sooner or later, the body turns into dust. As far as the natural law is
concerned, we are helpless. The Son of God is the Creator of the laws of nature. He is above this law of
nature. Therefore, He can suspend the action of this law. And, in reality, He suspends it.

For example in instances where the bodies of these holy ones are untouched, unblemished for
years, for hundreds of years, and they have the appearance of someone sleeping.

If God in His goodness can do this for saints, could He do less for His Beloved Mother? That holy
body, which served Him as a sanctuary, a dwelling place and a temple for nine months, He took to
Himself, to heaven so that she would there reign with Him forever. May that dogma of the Assumption
be for us an encouragement and an incentive to a modest and pure life.
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April 8,1951
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

On this past feast of All Saints, our Holy Father, Pope Pius XIl announced to the city and to the
world the dogma of the Assumption of the Blessed Mother into heaven. In other words, the Blessed
Mother was taken into heaven body and soul.

The announcement of this dogma created a great stir in the camps of dissenters. Certain
leaders, their bishops, preachers and elders went berserk and began throwing thunderbolts and
lightning at the faithful, at the Church and at the Apostolic See. In these arguments there was no sense,
no real content and no knowledge of the matter.

The English Archbishop of Canterbury, despite the fact that a great number of Episcopalians
believe in the Assumption, not being careful about his choice of words, used blasphemous expressions
and his arguments were full of nonsense and bitterness. He ended this boisterous assertion saying “that
the dogma of the Assumption creates just another barricade and hindrance to the unification,
reconciliation and harmony between the Catholic and Anglican Churches.”

Reading this and other arguments, it would seem that theses heretics were ready for an
instantaneous return to the bosom of the Catholic Church, to the recognition and acknowledgement of
the Immaculate Conception, even to the acceptance of the dogma of Papal infallibility but, no more on
account of the dogma of the Assumption.

But, that storm too, just as suddenly as it arose, so too, did it pass away and fade. The dogma
was not shaken. It remains as an article of faith.

However, | cannot pass over the statement of a certain Lutheran minister who wrote “The
dogma of the Assumption is not a novelty in the Catholic Church, whose faith is constant and
unchanging. On the contrary, our beliefs have been modernized, moving away from the spirit of true
Christianity, stating that our main and only purpose is the effort to make the world a better place for a
comfortable and worry-free life. This will never satisfy the desires and pursuits of human hearts.

A religion which is constantly undergoing changes, loosens its principles, becomes crippled and a
person can believe her very little in life and have even less trust in her at the hour of death.

In our spiritual life, we absolutely need an unchanging faith because our needs haven’t changed
and do not change and our tasks and human problems never change.”

It is worth quoting the words of Bishop O’Hara of Buffalo, who said, “The declaration of the
dogma of the Immaculate Conception about a hundred years ago set up a fortress for defense against
attacks on man’s soul, against attacks on the existence of the soul, of original sin and its results the
obscurity of the mind, the weakening of the will and more.
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Now the dogma of the Assumption defends us from attacks on the dignity and value of the
human body, against praising and expressing desire and lust through adultery, divorce, repeated
marriages, birth control; considering sensual comforts and one’s goal in life; against a cult of ease and
comfort; against substituting moral forces by physical force and the external beauty of the body; against
measures of justifying euthanasia or mercy killing and all types of suicides; also, cremation or the
burning of human remains.” Now we continue our talk from last Sunday, under the title of:

YOU HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO HEAVEN BY ANGELS

Last week, we heard of the traditional details of the Assumption as St. Juvenal, the Bishop of
Jerusalem related them to Caesar Martian. Neither Caesar nor any of those who were present
questioned the veracity of this description because the Christians of that day and age had oral
traditions; for them it was enough. They believed, and they firmly believed that wherever and whoever
finds the grave of Mary, will find it empty and vacated.

The tradition of the Assumption was generally accepted in the East as well as in the West from
the very earliest times. We have eloquent homilies on this topic from the lips of St. Andrew, Bishop of
Crete, from St. John Damascene and St. Modest of Jerusalem. St. Gregory of Tours writes that already in
the sixth century, the Church solemnly celebrated the Assumption of the Blessed Mother.

At that time, the great ardor of their first fervor or zeal had not yet faded when Christians were
more interested in the imitation of Christ rather than writing about Christ. They made great efforts to
honor and adore the Blessed Mother rather than questioning the causes or reasons for any devotions to
the Mother of the Savior. There exist written proofs that in Palestine from where St. Juvenal brought
that lovely tradition and related it to Caesar in the presence of all who were gathered at the Chaldean
Synod. They were celebrating this feast of the Assumption before the fifth century. How long before
that time — no one knows.

First of all, at that time they did not maintain their documents as precisely as they do n ow.
Secondly, very many documents and important writings were ruined or lost during the time of the
fourth century persecutions by the Roman Emperors and during the invasions by the hordes of
barbarians.

However, we know that feasts were not accepted nor celebrated quickly and suddenly. It took a
great deal of time. Therefore, if already in the fifth century the Assumption was generally accepted and
the feast was generally accepted and the feast was generally celebrated, then it is certain that the
beginning of it reaches back several centuries.

We also know with certainty that in the year 600, the feast of the Assumption was celebrated in
the country that we now call France, and at that time it was called Gaul, along with several parts of
modern Germany. An interesting fact is that France received this feast from the lips of pious monks from
Egypt who back in those ancient times distinguished themselves by their enormous devotion to the
Blessed Mother.
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One must also know that it is not only the Roman Catholics but also the Greek Catholic Church
that agree with this and they admit to the fitness, the beauty, the truthfulness and the antiquity of the
belief that the Blessed Mother was taken, by the power of the Son of God, into heaven that she may
there rule with Him. Other Christian sects who have broken away, such as the schismatics and the
Orthodox also believe this about the Blessed Mother.

It was only in the sixth century that the Protestants, violent and embittered, rejected tradition,
throwing the holy body of Mary, which had been the tabernacle and abode of Christ into a grave of
corruption and decay. It is a surprise and yet not a surprise. Meanwhile, the sectarians and the
renegades were not picking and choosing ways of combatting Christianity. Insisting that they believed in
Jesus Christ, at the same time with hard to understand obstinacy and vehemence, they assailed the
honor and slandered the Mother of Christ. As someone wrote — “. . . they honored the Son but profaned
His Mother.”

But, someone may ask, “What does that have to do with the topic that we were discussing?”
Saints are often canonized by the general voice of the people. The Christian world, moved by the heroic
virtues and miracles of certain individuals, calls loudly and stubbornly demands their canonization and
the solemn proclamation of his/her sainthood. In ancient times, they went in great crowds to the
Vatican and called upon the Holy Father with their shouts: “Please, give us a saint.” To this, the Pope
would answer: “The voice of the people is the voice of God. You have your saint.”

In modern times, we can boldly affirm that the voice of Christian people hastened the
canonization of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, of the Cure of Ars and of Maria Goretti.

The same thing always proved true when it pertained to a dogma of the Catholic faith. The
Christian people, who either saw their faith being attacked by abuse or under some other inspiration,
demanded that some certain truth which all had long believed in generally, would be solemnly
announced by the Holy Father as an article of faith, as a dogma revealed by God.

Didn’t this very thing take place before the announcement of the dogma of the Assumption?
The united Catholic world spontaneously demanded a solemn proclamation that Mary the Mother of
God, had been taken up into heaven. From every corner of the world there flowed petitions with
millions of signatures urging the Holy Father to use his authority to announce this as an article of Faith.

This moving solemnity that had been celebrated for a long time and had been believed for a
very long time had rested for ages in the heart of the Christian world. Catholics were happy to keep this
day holy and to meditate on its meaning. In those last years, they impatiently awaited the day when that
centuries old tradition will be changed into an obligatory dogma.

Such a general voice of the faithful people cannot be without a deeper meaning. The Holy Spirit
has His own special way of awakening human hearts and of sensing danger and urgent needs. Already at
the Vatican Synod which took place in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome in 1870 during the time of Pope Pius
IX, more than two hundred bishops signed a petition to carry out a debate on this subject. The same
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thing discussion began but was never finished because of the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War. The
Pope was forced to adjourn this Synod.

In 1940, about two thirds of the Catholic bishops sent a petition to the Apostolic See asking for
the announcement of the dogma of the Assumption. Then in 1946, the Holy Father sent a confidential
letter to all the Catholic bishops in the world, asking them for details of the divine service in honor of
Our Lady of the Assumption and their opinion if they feel the time is right and if it is possible now to
announce this dogma.

Again 98% of the bishops responded favorably. In addition to that, already for many years, the
General Chapters of congregations that were electing the Father General of their Order always signed
petitions to the Pope asking for a declaration of this dogma. I, myself signed such a petition several
times. The same thing was being done by the Theological faculties of famous universities, of Marian
Congresses and conventions of Catholic scholars. The Vatican paper L'Osservatore Romano gives us
some very interesting facts concerning this matter.

Out of the 1191 Archbishops and Bishops who answered the confidential Papal letter, only 22
expressed certain doubts; 16 were not sure whether this time was appropriate and 6 of them could not
agree that this could be revealed truth.

Concerning these results, comments were given by Father Hentrich who had deeply studied
every response —“With such a unanimous opinion before the formal announcement of a dogma has
probably never been confirmed in the history of the Church. Especially in these past five years it was
noticed that there is a great enthusiasm for the definition of the dogma.”

Especially the answers from bishops from countries where the Orthodox Church and Protestant
sect are strong were very carefully studied. With the exception of one out of the 54 Patriarchs and
Bishops of eastern dioceses, they gave a favorable answer.

“Deeply troublesome” is how the Anglican Archbishops Fisher from Canterbury and Garbett
from York expressed themselves at the news of the announcement of the dogma. They testified that
“this will deepen the dogmatic differences in the Christian world” a statement that did not cause a lot of
astonishment.

On the second day after this common declaration, Monsignor Carlo-Balic, OFM the rector of the
Papal College in Rome and a member of the Congregation of the Holy Office said, “We cannot forget,
and above all, the Christians who are separated from the Church of St. Peter should understand this
clearly, that the evangelical truths cannot be held by the Church as a mineral which keeps its sameness
when it is not active, but rather as a vital element which keeps its sameness and stability through
constant development and growth.”

After a short pause, Monsignor added, “We believe that the decision of the Holy Father will in
no way increase the difficulties on the road to unify the Christian Churches. It is evident that for Rome
there is no other way in this regard but for the faithful to accept the truths of the Catholic Church.




image5.jpeg
We can remind the Anglican Archbishops that exactly in the cathedral at York in England, they
have for the past five centuries a stained glass representing the Assumption of the Blessed Mother and
that on the seal of Eton College can be seen the image of the Assumption from the fifteenth century.

Furthermore and in reality, it is not only the dogma of the Assumption that will keep them away
from the Catholic Church but, in general, not recognizing the authority of the Holy Father in matters of
faith and morality and building one’s religious life on personal judgment, in other words and plainer
according to as / please.

In order not to be misunderstood, | repeat: On November 1, 1950 Pope Pius XlI, by the power of
his authority, solemnly and infallibly announced that the fact of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, not only that it does not oppose Revelation but is included in it; that although the Immaculate
Body of the Blessed Mother was put into the grave, nevertheless, like the Body of Christ, it was
miraculously prevented from decaying and miraculously, together with her soul, was carried into
heaven.

As | already said, general faith in the Assumption reaches back to the distant times of the
tradition of the Fathers of the Church. We find proofs of this faith in the oldest liturgical books, in the
homilies of bishops, in the writings of the Fathers of the Church, in the teachings of theologians, in the
inscriptions in catacombs, on the canvases of artistic painters, on the marbles of mast sculptors. The
expression of this faith is a fact for already in the sixth century it was celebrated in the East under the
name Anapausis and in the West as Assumptio.

Leo IV, around the year 837, for greater solemnity, fixed a vigil and an octave for this feast. For
centuries the faithful were building cathedrals, churches and chapels in honor of the Assumption. Here, |
must not forget to mention the Basilica and Cathedral in Gniezno, Poland. It is known as the Mother of
all the Churches in Poland and it is under the name of the Assumption. This Cathedral dates back to the
times of Boleslaus Chrobry who died in 1025. This magnificent basilica stands on the hill Lecha between
the small lakes of Jelenko and Bieledlo. It can be seen from Poznan, Wrzesbiu and Gniezno.

| was in this cathedral twice. Supposedly during World War |l, this cathedral was robbed and
desecrated by the German kultur traegerow.

Let me further add that from the times of St. Dominic, which is from the thirteenth century, in
praying the rosary we meditate on the fourth glorious mystery The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary.

Doesn’t this fact also not prove that this dogma is nothing new? That this is already an ancient,
common belief which despite the lack of an official, apostolic mark, stamp and the formal title of dogma,
for hundreds of years it was considered as a dogma and an article of faith.

Certain sects jump out with the argument that the Gospels do not mention the Assumption. This
objection does not hold out under criticism, because the four Evangelists had the intention of giving the
people the teachings of Christ and some, though not all of the works of the Savior. No scholar, no true




